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                        Our team

Jacob Albert - UMaine
Keith Chevalier - Saint Anselm College
Leslie Choquette - Assumption University
Libby Lipin - Assumption University
David Nutty - University of Southern Maine
Lise Pelletier - University of Maine at Fort Kent
Susan Pinette - UMaine
Mary Rice-Defosse - Bates College





"When at the French consulate in 
Boston, I had applied for a visa to study 
in France, I wrote in the space on the 
form where ‘nationality’ was asked for, 
‘French,’ for that is what I thought my 
nationality was" (78). 



• The term Franco-American refers specifically to people of Québécois and Acadian heritage 
living in the United States. Composed of rural francophone settlements in northern Maine 
that date back to the eighteenth century and communities of French Canadians who 
started immigrating to industrial New England towns in the late nineteenth century, 
Franco-Americans constitute the largest concentration of French speakers in the United 
States. In New England, Franco-Americans account for 6% to 26% of state populations.

• According to the United States census, respondents claiming Canadian/French/French 
Canadian ancestry constituted 24% of Vermont, 26% of New Hampshire, 25% of Maine, 
16% of Rhode Island, 8% of Massachusetts, and 11% of Connecticut populations. 

(All ancestry totals come from 2009-2013 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates http://www.census.gov/; map is 
from MLA Language Map http://www.mla.org/map_main)















• By 1901 1 in 3 French Canadians lived in the US.

• Around 1900, there would scarcely have been a French-Canadian or Acadian family that did not have 
some of its members living in the United States. 

• Around 1900, a list of the twenty-five North American towns containing the most francophones would 
have included Fall River, Massachusetts (33 000 Franco-Americans), Lowell, Massachusetts (24 800), 
Manchester, New Hampshire (23 000), and Woonsocket, Rhode Island (17 000). 

• In these large cities, they frequently constituted a sizeable proportion of the total population, 
sometimes as much as 25% to 60%. 

• The importance of these figures will be grasped when it is remembered that, if they are compared to 
the cities of Quebec, then Fall River was the third largest French Canadian city in importance, after 
Montreal and Quebec City; Lowell would be in fourth place, etc. 

• In fact, in 1900, the New England area contained ten cities with a French Canadian population in 
excess of 10,000, while Quebec only had five, most of them barely above 10,000. 



13



14



15



● Alien Registrations
DigitalMaine Repository

● A. Poulin Papers and BOA Editions Records
Yale Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library

● Bisaillon Collections of French-Canadians in Connecticut
UConn Libraries Archives & Special Collections

● Edouard Du Buron Papers, 1937-1993
Archives of American Art

● Jack Kerouac Collection, 1948-1880
Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin

● "Le français dans le Connecticut"
CIHM Monograph Collection, University of Alberta Libraries

● Alida Perreault Papers
UMass Amherst Libraries Special Collections and University Archives

● Adélard Lambert et ses collectes
Répetoire du patrimoine culturel du Québec, Gouv. du Québec

Examples of Disparate In-Scope Items & Collections
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https://digitalmaine.com/alien_docs/
https://archives.yale.edu/repositories/11/resources/1703
https://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/20002%3A860130717
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/edouard-du-buron-papers-6206
https://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=00068
https://archive.org/details/cihm_75946
http://findingaids.library.umass.edu/ead/mums808
https://www.patrimoine-culturel.gouv.qc.ca/rpcq/detailInventaire.do?methode=consulter&id=2314&type=inv#
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https://explore.chicagocollections.org/
https://explore.chicagocollections.org/
https://www.digitaltransgenderarchive.net/
https://www.digitaltransgenderarchive.net/
https://www.collegewomen.org/
https://www.collegewomen.org/
https://www.umbrasearch.org/
https://www.umbrasearch.org/
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Explore Franco American Collections
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● Alien Registrations
DigitalMaine Repository

● A. Poulin Papers and BOA Editions Records
Yale Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library

● Bisaillon Collections of French-Canadians in Connecticut
UConn Libraries Archives & Special Collections

● Martha Pellerin Collection of Franco-American Song 
University of Vermont Digital Libraries

● Edouard Du Buron Papers, 1937-1993
Archives of American Art

● Jack Kerouac Collection, 1948-1880
Harry Ransom Center, University of Texas at Austin

● "Le français dans le Connecticut"
CIHM Monograph Collection, University of Alberta Libraries

● Alida Perreault Papers
UMass Amherst Libraries Special Collections and University Archives

● Adélard Lambert et ses collectes
Répetoire du patrimoine culturel du Québec, Gouv. du Québec

Examples of Disparate In-Scope Items & Collections
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https://digitalmaine.com/alien_docs/
https://archives.yale.edu/repositories/11/resources/1703
https://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/20002%3A860130717
https://cdi.uvm.edu/collection/vfc-vfcpellerin
https://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/edouard-du-buron-papers-6206
https://norman.hrc.utexas.edu/fasearch/findingAid.cfm?eadid=00068
https://archive.org/details/cihm_75946
http://findingaids.library.umass.edu/ead/mums808
https://www.patrimoine-culturel.gouv.qc.ca/rpcq/detailInventaire.do?methode=consulter&id=2314&type=inv#
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● ADA/WCAG 2.0 compliance (https://www.maine.edu/itaccessibility/)

● Multilingual user interface w/ support for EN, FR, and bilingual EN/FR content

● Faceted searching with hierarchical facets

● Support for custom metadata (ie. place names; surnames; parish identifiers; 
theme headings; historical event headings)

● Capacity to harvest/aggregate metadata from discrete systems

● Multiple item type display (sound; image; moving image; text; 3D object)

● Finding aid content display

● Full-text content search of linked items

● Capacity to store digital objects alongside metadata records

Functional Requirements

Franco American Digital Archives | Portail franco-américain

https://www.maine.edu/itaccessibility/
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Franco-American Collection
University of Southern Maine, Lewiston-Auburn College

Location: Lewiston, Maine
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Acadian Archives/Archives acadiennes
University of Maine at Fort Kent

Location: Fort Kent, Maine

Holdings:
- 500 collections
- 20,700 photographs
- 830 audio and visual recordings
- 232 microfilms
- 175 maps
- Genealogy: Acadian and French Canadian
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French Institute
Assumption University

Location: Worcester, Massachusetts

Established: 1979

Holdings:
-500 linear feet of cataloged 
print materials

-8,000 items, including books, 
parish histories, ephemera, 
newspapers, and more 38

Franco American Digital Archives | Portail franco-américain

https://www.nps.gov/state/ma/index.htm
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Msgr. Wilfrid H. Paradis 
Archives & Special Collections
Saint Anselm College

Location: 
Manchester, New Hampshire

Holdings:
- over 4,000 books from 1632 through 
2020, with catalog records accessible in 
WorldCat

- approximately 600 cubic feet of
unprocessed archival material
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Franco American Centre
University of Maine

Location: 
Orono, Maine

Established:
1972

Holdings:
- Adrien Ringuette Library of genealogical 
materials
- Le FORUM publication and archives
- Research websites and teacher guides
- Digitized personal collections and unprocessed
Franco-American history collections
- Local reference library
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